
Being the largest classes of the 
last 2 shows convinces me that 
people are looking for a place 
to start besides a full blown or 
even modified reining pat-
tern.  Both judge’s who have 
seen them see the value in the 
classes and the feedback that 
I’ve heard is all positive.  Re-
ports of horse’s improving be-
cause they are working on the 
maneuvers in the training pat-
terns instead of regular reining 
patterns is just why they were 
invented. because they are 
working on the maneuvers in 
the training patterns instead of 
regular reining patterns is just 
w h y  t h e y  w e r e  i n -
vented.  We’ve gotten some 
press in the form of an article in 
the Australian Horseman and 
the Reining Australia’s The 
Slider, as well.  Maybe we’ll get 
to see a demonstration of them 
at the National show in Octo-
ber, one can hope. 
 
Continued on Page 4  

�   Well the 2008 show sea-
son is well under way, with the 
aftermath of EI a mere memory 
to most, we collectively seem 
to be looking forward instead 
of backwards.   That seems to 
be working for our club, as we 
boasted record numbers at our 
last show in Canberra with over 
70 runs.  We were lucky enough 
to have Martin Larcombe, our 
country’s most accomplished 
reiner who is also an NRHA in-
ternational judge  watch over 
us for the day.  And previous to 
that, we had one of our club’s 
founding members, Chris Bell 
officiate the show in Wagga 
where we also had a big day 
of reining.    We’ve ventured 
into some new areas  to be 
sure, but they seem to be ad-
vancing our club!  From the 
Training Patterns to the upcom-
ing show at Dubbo, it looks like 
taking a few risks is proving 
beneficial to us.  We were ap-
proached by Dubbo Reiner, 
Guy Wiseman a few months 

ago posing the possibility of 
hosting a couple of reining 
classes in conjunction with 
their Dubbo Horse Festival.  To 
be able to “host” a reining 
event in an area that hasn’t 
yet organised an affiliate, with 
the promise of all expenses 
paid and profits to our club, 
seemed too good to pass up, 
even if it was on a Thurs-
day!  After all, we are an affili-
ate who promotes the sport of 
reining, without bounda-
ries.  So, if Dubbo, who might 
be a little north of our geo-
graphic definition, wants to 
partner with us to generate 
interest in their area, it seemed 
to all on the committee to be 
a very worthwhile ven-
ture.  And then to make this 
show even more interesting, 
they offered a Slide Contest 
and a Futurity event!  
 I would be remiss if I did-
n’t mention the excitement 
that I see surrounding the 
Training Patterns. �

PRESIDENT’S REPORT  Warwick Schiller  
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Secretary’s Report 
 What a massive start to our 2008 show season. 
With 2 shows over and a third almost here we have h ad 
a massive number of entries, riders and horses. The  new 
training patterns have attracted big numbers which has 
given our shows that extra boost in all areas inclu ding 
new membership. Thank you to all of you who have co n-
tinued to support our club through the EI problem a nd 
the lack of activity caused from all the bans.  As the third 
show draws near I again have big numbers rolling in  and 
I really appreciate everyone complying with the new  
rules brought about by the EI where we have to pre-
enter by a cut off date. It has made my job so much  
easier and I hope we all can continue this practice  after 
the EI restrictions have been lifted. Also thank yo u to the 
members who are able to pay for their entries when they 
send them in. This also makes things run much smoot her.  

The shows have been running very smoothly and this is 
thanks to all of our helpers that volunteer their t ime and 
skills. Without them things would be much harder so  
once again a big THANK YOU to all of the helpers.   

 Our competitors so far this season look to consist 
of old members on new horses, members on up and 
coming young horses, members on their old faithfuls  and 
new members on horses from all areas of the industr y. 
With such a wide variety of competitors it makes fo r a 
very enjoyable show day with lots to watch and talk  
about which is so great to see.  I have been so motivated 
by our new season and all the wonderful times we ha ve 
been having that I have built a wash bay, put up ne w 
panels on my stable yards and even marked out a bit  of 
an arena in my tree studded  paddock. Some may say I 
should have done this years ago but it’s funny what  a bit 
of good vibe can do to someone!   

 I hope you all take advantage of the clinic that is  
being held on the Saturday before our next show. Th is 
will be a great opportunity with the 3 instructors to learn 
lots of new and helpful show & training strategies.  A big 
welcome also to our new members. We have had about 
10 new members join in the last 2 months alone and I am 
sure you will all find this club to be very helpful  and en-
joyable.  Remember that if you need any help or clarifi-
cation with anything at all please don’t hesitate t o con-
tact any of the committee members at any time and 
make the most of the wonderful resources and knowl-
edge our club holds.  
 See you all at the next show and keep those 
horses nice and warm in the colder weather.   

~ Amanda Topping  
 

164-166 Tarcutta St Wagga  
(02) 6921 7272  

admin@centralpointmotel.com  
www.centralpointmotel.com  

MOTEL 
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From Craig Sutter, NRHA Judge. 
Question: In your experience, what are the most com mon and most easily avoidable penalties that you se e rid-
ers get in the show pen? Could you describe how the y happen, what they cost in terms of points, and ho w you (if 
you were showing) would try to avoid them? The most avoidable show-ring penalties stem from "p ilot error" and 
result entirely from the rider's actions--and/or fai lure to plan. They are completely preventable and ca n often 
make the difference between winning a class and not  getting a paycheck. In this column, I'll explain th e penal-
ties and give you strategies to make sure they don't happen to you.  
Error #1: What the judge sees:  
On a pattern that features rundowns and stops along t he sides of the arena, the rider starts the rundown.  Instead 
of running in a straight line, the horse angles clos er and closer to the wall and fails to stay the req uired 20 feet off 
the wall.  What the Rulebook says: Judges must assess a 1/2-point penalty when the rider comes within 20 feet of 
the wall while approaching a stop.  Why the penalty ?  Reining horses must be well guided; experienced sh ow 
horses tend to angle toward the wall because they an ticipate the change of direction associated with th e roll-
back toward the wall. When horses take the initiati ve on their own and go to the wall, they are not wi llingly 
guided and demonstrate that the rider has lost contr ol.   What to do? Even in small pens, you should nev er need 
to get that close to the wall. To keep this from ha ppening to you, change your practice habits at home,  in your 
warm up, and in your show-ring strategy.  At home and  in the show pen, prepare for your rundown while you'r e 
still on the short side of the arena: make your turn onto the long side just after you cross the center li ne. As you 
turn from the short side of the arena onto the long side, square the corner so that your horse is straigh t when he 
runs straight to the stop (if he's running straight, he'll be less likely to veer to the wall). In pract ice, you might also 
want to angle your horse slightly to the inside of t he pen. Before you show, develop a plan to help you r un down 
and stop well away from the wall: find markers to h elp keep you more than 20 feet off the rail, such as a gate or 
a banner, and ride straight toward that marker.  
 

Error #2: What the judge sees:  
The horse starts a sliding stop before he completel y passes the designated marker  What the Rulebook sa ys: 
Judges must assess a 2-point penalty when the horse i nitiates a stop position prior to the marker. Why t he pen-
alty? The run down should be feature a gradual building of speed, with the increase dictated by the rider. Stop-
ping before the horse is complexly past the marker is considered a loss of control and failure of the h orse to be 
willingly guided. What to do? Never look at the mark er you are trying to get past; if you look at it, you' ll tend to 
stop before you're completely past it. Use as much of  the pen for your approach as you can: focus on gradual ly 
building speed and stopping when everything feels ri ght (remember that you have a lot of time to make th e 
stop). Other strategies will help: If the pattern c alls for a stop past the center marker, look up and ride to the last 
marker; make your stop there. For stops past the las t marker, ride like you are fencing--think about goi ng to the 
end of the pen and stopping there. You won't miss ma rkers and you will probably get your horse shown much 
better. 
 

Error #3: What the judge sees:  
The rider goes off pattern, whether it's spinning f ive times or getting large fast and small slow circ les out of order. 
What the Rulebook says: All maneuvers must be performe d as described in the pattern. Why the penalty? Whi le 
the other errors we've discussed reduce the score, go ing off pattern gets you a zero--and you can't recove r from 
that. What to do? Always review the pattern before you show--never assume you know the pattern. I like to  do a 
mental ride through before I show. I visualize the pa ttern repeatedly until I am comfortable with the ent ire pat-
tern. Some competitors don't focus on left or right- -instead, they note that the first set of circles i s toward the hill or 
some other marker. Others put a rubber band on a fin ger to let them know in which direction the first m aneuver is 
performed. A few other hints may help: on run in pat terns, the first set of spins is always to the righ t, away from the 
judge. These patterns also have the back up near the start of the pattern, so remember never to back up a t the 
end of the pattern. 
 

Reprinted with permission from http://www.herbertho rses.com 

FROM THE JUDGE’S CHAIR 
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 Which brings me to that point.  The National show has been bumped back a few weeks due to the 
facility completion being postponed and prior commi tments by the centre being honoured first.  A bit o f a 
snag in the planning, especially for those who were  looking forward to having a show during school hol i-
days, but it ends up to be the best choice without moving it drastically again to keep those dates.   For 
those who did not travel  last year to Gatton to th e Continental Affiliate Championships, we certainly  hope 
that our ACT & SNSWCRHA is well represented this ye ar in the classes, in which qualification is not ne cessary 
due to EI.  We certainly have the talent amongst us  to bring home some titles.  And, with the new Gree n 
Reiner class, it certainly will entice those who ar en’t quite ready to take the plunge into Reining Au stralia or 
NRHA competition to have a go.  Robyn & I are extre mely happy to be able to sponsor this new class at the 
national show this year, as we hope that people com e and participate and see that going to the nationa ls 
is, in fact, something that is on every reiner’s “t o do” list for next year.    
 With that, I’ll wrap up this edition’s President’s  message.  As always, I remain keen to hear member’ s 
feedback to ensure that our club is what you want i t to be.  I encourage you to ring me if you have an y 
feedback, negative or positive (it is not often we hear the positive, so pick up those phones!)    
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DATES TO REMEMBER 

THANK YOU TO NEW SPONSOR:  
SOUTHWEST STOCKFEEDS-

WAGGA  
02 69214151 

Bid on a breeding to 
The Whiz Revolution! 

Entire proceeds to 
ACT&SNSWCRHA! 

Contact Annie Woodhouse to bid.  

�������

President’s Message con’t 



29 Sydney Road (PO Box 842) 
Goulburn, NSW 2580 

Ph: 02 4821 6111, Fax: 02 4821 6888 
M: 0422 826 118 

www.ultimatehorseshop.com.au 
 

LITTLE SMARTY OAK 
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Results—March 29th Show—Wagga 
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TRAINING PATTERN 1  =1st Janice Barr  
(5 riders)  =1st Alana McDonnell  
  3rd Leanne Ritchie 
  4th Tamara Irvine  
      
TRAINING PATTERN 2  1st Alana McDonnell  
(7 riders)  2nd Tamara Irvine  
  3rd Leanne Ritchie 
      
ANY HANDED  =1st Michelle Moore  
(7 horses)  =1st Graham Cooper  
  3rd Annie Woodhouse  
  4th Bev Thompson  
  5th Amanda Topping  
  6th Robyn Ross  
      
BEGINNER REINER 1st Leanne Ritchie  
(4 horses)  2nd KC Rohloff  
      
ROOKIE 1st Bev Thompson  
(2 horses)  2nd Annie Woodhouse  
      
OPEN NON PRO  1st Rick Sciberras  
(2 horses)  2nd Rick Sciberras  
      
INTERMEDIATE NON PRO  1st Rick Sciberras  
(3 horses)  2nd Rick Sciberras  
  3rd Annie Woodhouse  
      
LIMITED NON PRO  1st Michelle Moore  
(3 horses)  2nd Rick Sciberras  
  3rd Rick Sciberras  
      
GREEN RIDER  1st Alana McDonnell  
(6 horses)  2nd Tamara Irvine  
  3rd Mal Dyce  
  4th KC Rohloff 
  5th Leanne Ritchie 
  6th Bev Thompson  
      
YOUTH No placing    
(1 horse)      
      
ANY HANDED ROOKIE  1st Amanda Topping 
(5 horses)  2nd Alana McDonnell  
  3rd Bev Thompson  
      
OVER 40's ANY HANDED  No placing    
(3 horses)      
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Results—April 26th Show—Hall, ACT 

�����)�

  

CLASS PLACE RIDER HORSE SCORE 
TRAINING PATTERN 1  1st Vicki Walcott  Archies Jukebox  70 
(13 riders)  2nd Tamara Harper  Rocky 69 
  3rd Rick Sciberras Boonsmapetos 68.5 
  =4th Mel Elworthy   67 
  =4th Guy Wiseman  Yellow Poka Dot  67 
  5th Bernadette Apps  Lil Miss Smartypants  65 
        
TRAINING PATTERN 2  1st Rick Sciberras Boonsmapetos 69.5 
(11 riders)  2nd Janice Barr  Playing Sharp  69 
  =3rd Leanne Ritchie  Crillee Midnight Oak  67.5 
  =3rd Genie Doust  Doc 67.5 
  =3rd Bev Thompson Winderadeen Smart Catalyst  67.5 
  4th Tamara Harper  Rocky 66.5 
        
OPEN       
(1 rider)        
        
ANY HANDED  1st Rick Sciberras  Little Roan Oak  67 
(8 riders)  2nd Rick Sciberras Boonsmapetos 66 
  3rd Michelle Moore  Navatoe Suzanna  65.5 
  4th Amanda Topping  Freckles Sweet Trinity  64.5 
  5th Annie Woodhouse  Miss Melody Chex  63 
  6th Bev Thompson  Winderadeen Smart Catalyst  62 
        
BEGINNER RIDER  1st Tamara Harper  Rocky 54.5 
(3 riders)  2nd KC Rohloff  Crillee Kings Last Light  52 
        
ROOKIE =1st Annie Woodhouse  Miss Melody Chex  61 
(3 riders)  =1st Bev Thompson  Winderadeen Smart Catalyst  61 
        
LADIES 1st Michelle Moore  Navatoe Suzanna  64.5 
(5 riders)  2nd Bernadette Apps  Docs Lil Quixote  64 
        
NON PRO  1st Rick Sciberras  Boonsmapetos 68 
(2 riders)  2nd Rick Sciberras  Little Roan Oak  67.5 
        
INT. NON PRO  1st Rick Sciberras  Boonsmapetos 68 
(2 riders) 2nd Rick Sciberras  Little Roan Oak  67.5 
        
LIM. NON PRO 1st Rick Sciberras  Boonsmapetos 68 
(5 riders)  2nd Rick Sciberras  Little Roan Oak  67.5 
  3rd Jacqui Foster  Rockies Joe Quixote  66.5 
        
GREEN RIDER  1st Tamara Harper  Rocky 62.5 
(5 riders)  2nd Leanne Ritchie  Crillee Midnight Oak  60 
  3rd KC Rohloff  Crillee Kings Last Light  53 
        
YOUTH      
(1 rider)        
        
SNAFFLE BIT  1st Vicki Walcott  Archies Jukebox  59 
HACKAMORE (1 rider)        
        
ANY HANDED ROOKIE  1st Amanda Topping Freckles Sweet Trinity  66.5 
(5 riders)  2nd Sonia Roberts  Winderadeen Fancy That  64.5 
  3rd Annie Woodhouse  Miss Melody Chex  62.5 
  4th Guy Wiseman  Yellow Poka Dot  61 
  5th Bev Thompson  Winderadeen Smart Catalyst  58.5 
        
OVER 40's ANY HANDED  1st Rick Sciberras  Little Roan Oak  68 
(4 riders)  2nd Guy Wiseman  Yellow Poka Dot  66 
        
BEGINNER HORSE  1st Hayley O'Neil  LD Hicks Salute  65.5 
(3 riders)  2nd Leanne Ritchie Crillee Midnight Oak  58 
  3rd Amanda Topping  Colourite Dreamin of Tigga  24.5 
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GORGEOUS BAY MARE 
5 year old bay mare. Cuttabars Colonel, 

Docs Hillbilly and Mr Jessie James lines. In 
foal to reining champion Smart Like Smart 
(imp). Gorgeous head and compact body.  
Although sold as a broodmare, is great to 

ride but not for kids.  
Call 6382 5078     

FOR GENUINE SALE ~  
BUENO FRITZI CHIC Q-54429 

This outstanding reining horse is going to 
waste in the paddock. Shown once for 2007 
VRHA Intermediate Open Derby Champion, 
this horse is still eligible for this year’s derbie s 
and might be one of the most naturally tal-
ented horses in the country. He will take a 
professional or non-professional as far as they 
want to go in the sport. Priced to find an ap-
preciative home quickly at $12,000. Phone 
Brett Wilms, 0401 506 861 Anytime  WAGGA  

DISCOUNT 
WORKWEAR 

You are welcome to advertise here and on the websit e as part of your membership! 
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Horse’s Name:__________________________________ RA License #____________ 
 
Owner:________________________________________ RA Mbr. #_______________ 
 
Address:_______________________________________ ACT Mbr. #_____________ 

Please send show winnings to Owner 
 
Rider:_________________________________________ RA Mbr. #_______________ 
 
Address:_______________________________________ ACT Mbr. #_____________ 

Please send show winnings to Rider 
 

 
Send to Amanda Topping: 44 Gregadoo Road Lake Albert NSW 2650 by 25/05/08 with copies of membership & horse licenses 
 
 
 

Class #  Name of class  Entry Fee  Judges Fee  Total Fees  

  CLINIC       

          

          

          

          

          

          

          
         

RELEASE & WAIVER OF LIABILITY: 
 
I, ______________________________, (participant), understand am aware of the inherent 
risks associated with equine activities.  I assume all risks associated with my participation in 
the event and hereby release and hold harmless the ACT& So. NSWCRHA Reining Austra-
lia, CSU Wagga and sponsors and suppliers for the event, their respective directors, officers, 
employees, agents, successors and assigns, from and against any and all claims, damages, 
liabilities, costs and expenses including reasonable attorney’s fees arising out of my partici-
pation in the event, including without limitation, any personal injuries or damage to my 
property which I may incur as a result of performing in a reining horse class.   
I have read and understand NRHA Rules & Regulations and agree to abide by those terms.   
I have the authority and hereby do, by making this entry, assume responsibility for and bind 
owner, rider and/or agent to the terms and conditions of this Release and Waiver of Liability. 
I warrant that I am of legal age and that I have read and fully understand the foregoing 
terms.  
 
 
_________________________________Signature _____________________________ 
Printed Name 
 
_________________________________ Date 

RELEASE & WAIVER OF LIABILITY: 
 
I, ______________________________, (PARENT OR GUARDIAN), 
represent and warrant that I am the parent or legal guardian of the 
participant named above, that I am of legal age and that I have read and 
fully understand the foregoing release and agree for participant’s heirs, 
successors and assigns, and for participant’s legal representatives to be 
bound by the terms thereof.  
 
_________________________________Signature 
 
_____________________________ Printed Name 
 
_________________________________ Date 
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Check that you are in the same coloured zone as the event (eg if the event is in the White Zone that you are also in 

the White Zone).  

You MUST complete a Travelling Horse Statement (THS).  Remember to print and sign the THS and then take it with you to 

the event. [Please note that susceptible horses in the Purple Zone cannot move on a THS]  

Take your own feed and buckets for water and feed.  

Clean horse transport (use household disinfectant or soap)  

Don't take any horses that are sick or off colour to an event or competition  

At the event 

You MUST present your THS to the event organiser (SECRETARY) who will make a record of the THS Number.  

Monitor horse health daily  

You MUST isolate sick and ‘in-contact’ horses at first sign of illness, report to event organisers and notify a vet immediately.  

Don't share equipment between horses  

Wash hands before and after handling your horses  

Avoid all contact with other peoples' horses while at the event and restrict people from touching yours  

Handle sick horses last or use separate staff  

After the event 

You MUST Monitor your horses for any signs of illness on return from the event and report any abnormality to the DPI  

Clean horse transport (use household disinfectant or soap)  

Shampoo the horse  
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*Classes 4,5,6 
& 7 
Run Concur-
rently Only 1 
Judge’s fee 
applies if 
riding in 
concurrent 
classes 

*Classes 12, 
13, 14 & 15 
Run Concur-
rently Only 1 
Judge’s fee 
applies if 
riding in 
concurrent 
classes 

*Classes 20& 
21 
Run Concur-
rently Only 1 
Judge’s fee 
applies if 
riding in 
concurrent 
classes 
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Green Rider:  

Pattern 6a or NRHA Pattern 11  

Open to Non Pros without any RA/NRHA earnings and have not had 3 wins in any reining event. Maximum 2 

Seasons 

  
Beginner Rider   

Open to Non Pros without any RA/NRHA earnings Must progress after 3 wins in one year. Maximum 2 Sea-

sons  
 

Any Handed Rookies 

Non Pro, $200 RA/NRHA earnings. Can be ridden either 1 or 2 handed, but must not switch during class. No 

season Limit. 

  
Beginner Horse   

Non Pro. Horse must have no RA/NRHA earnings. Limit 2 Seasons  

  

All of these non- sanctioned events may be ridden in either stock or western saddle with an RA/NRHA ap-

proved bit with either 1 or 2 hands. 

PHOTOS FROM ACT&SNSWCRHA SHOW IN WAGGA—MARCH 29, 2008 


